
   The stories in this edition of The Finer Things celebrate the accomplishments of nearly 300 (possibly more) students
involved in the fine arts programs at Camden County High School.  Those young people, and their peers, remind us
nearly every day of why we are here.  We share their stories with you in each edition because we want you to know the
joy, the honor, and the sense of pride we feel when our students experience success.  Success, whether on the stage or on
the field, has a cost.
    Since the beginning of the school year, fine arts students, like our student athletes, have put countless hours into
making success happen.  For every hour they put in, at least one teacher was there with them, and before they arrived,
and after they left.  At least one parent was spending a little more time away from them, delaying dinner a little longer,
scheduling family activities and doctor appointments around school commitments.  
    The faculty and staff of the CCHS Fine Arts Academy are honored to work with the young people in our community.  
We count it a privilege that we are able to do so.  We understand the time we ask them to spend away from home and
family because we are spending that same amount of time away from ours.  We get tired - but it's a good tired, and as
we watch them learn, grow, and succeed, we remember that it's worth it.  We remember why we are here.  
  And we remember the sacrifices that parents make every day to help provide their children the opportunity to
participate in activities and programs around the school.  When I was in high school, between my activities and my
mother's work schedule, I literally spent more time with my chorus and art teachers than I did with my mother.  It was
hard on her, and stressful at times, but she wanted me to be able to do the things I loved.  She wanted me to succeed.
   We live in a time when the world would have us believe that there is nothing but animosity between teachers and
parents.  While that may be true in some places - and we certainly have our moments in our community - I am thankful
that I live in a place where parents and teachers come together to support students and support one another.  We see it
when cars line up to pick up students after practice.  We see it Friday nights on the field, weekends and weeknights in
the auditorium at productions and concerts, and on the field or at the court during  games and meets.  We see it at
honor society inductions, receptions and booster club meetings.  We see it every day.  And it reminds us - every day -
why we are here.  Together, we want students to succeed. 
     

Until next time... !

From the Director:: 

.....................................................................

Look for us at the following events!  We will look for you!

NOVEMBER 5-7                                                           FOOLS  by Neil Simon (CCHS Theatre)

NOVEMBER 9                                           POETRY OUT LOUD (CCHS Fine Arts Academy)

NOVEMBER 16-18                                                    REFLECTIONS (CCHS Fall Art Exhibit)

NOVEMBER 16                                                                A WINTER FESTIVAL (CCHS Bands)

NOVEMBER 18                                                        UPON A WINTER'S EVE (CCHS Chorus)
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CCHS Theatre presents Neil
Simon's FOOLS November 5-7

A .pdf version of this edition

Ticket Vouchers for Neil Simon's FOOLS

Season Calendar Flyer

Attached to this Newsletter

Have you renewed your Friends of the Arts membership?   
For more information, contact Dean Slusser at dslusser@camden.k12.ga.us

Upcoming Events

Remembering Why We Are Here

NEXT EDITION

TARGET DATE:

December 3, 2021

Pearl Harbor Departure
Fast Approaching

     We are just a month away from our
departure for Hawaii, where 99 band
and chorus students will participate in
the 80th Anniversary Pearl Harbor
Memorial Parade.  We are down to
figuring out how to get our instruments
shipped - and, of course - how to pay
for the shipping. 
   Our last meeting with the group is
travelers is on Monday, November 29
at 6:30 PM.  Later that week, students
and chaperones will be making final
preparations for departure, and at
about 11:00PM on Friday, December 3,
we will depart for the airport in
Orlando. 
   We still need help paying for
instrument shipping costs. 
 Contributions can be made to the
CCHS Pearl Harbor Fund, and sent to
Dean Slusser, CCHS Fine Arts
Academy, 6300 Laurel Island Parkway,
Kingsland, GA, 31548.  Please write
"donation" on the memo portion of
your check.  

    The CCHS Theatre's first main stage
production of the 2021-2022 season
opens this weekend!  Neil Simon's
FOOLS is a delightful farce with bold,
colorful characters!
     The story takes place in the simple,
remote village of Kulyenchikov in the
Ukraine.  It's 1891, and Leon Tolchinsky
has just arrived in town to  take on the
position of teacher, but when he arrives,
he learns that the town has been cursed
with chronic stupidity for two hundred
years. If he educates the lovely Sophia,
he can break the curse for everyone, but
if he fails to do so within 24 hours of his
arrival, he, too, will fall victim to it. 
     Director Jason Hill has brought
together a wonderful cast of relative
newcomers to the CCHS stage.  In this
idyllic - if somewhat slow - Russian
hamlet, you will meet Snetsky, the
Shepherd (played by Summer Baker) in
search of a lost sheep; the Magistrate;
(Allison Smith); Slovitch, the Butcher
(Phoebe Kabasakalian); Mishkin, the
Mailman (Grace Shaefer); ; Yenchna,
the Vendor (Danielle Thomas); and
Count Gregor Yousekevitch (Na'Shai
Warthen).  Others in the cast include
Milo Altunes (Leon Tolchinsky); Alexis
Ruffell (Sophia Zubritsky); Alyssa
Hilliard (Lenya Zubritsky); and Robbie
Walker (Dr. Zubritsky).  
    Prompter Arianna Novoa and
Assistant Director Devlyn Blake will
also serve as understudies, stepping into
a role on Friday evening (Blake) and
Saturday evening (Novoa).
  Advance tickets for the show are $7 for
adults and $6 for students and senior
citizens. They are on sale now at
www.sellingticket.com/cchs. Ticket
vouchers for our Friends of the Arts
members are attached to this
newsletter. If you have not already
renewed for this year, we hope you will
do so soon!  At the end of the semester,
we will drop all FOTA members who
have not renewed from our
publications and mailings.  
 For more information about this or
other events in the 2021-2022 CCHS
Fine Arts Academy Season, contact Fine
Arts Director Dean Slusser at
dslusser@camden.k12.ga.us 

 Marching Wildcats Bring Home Superior Rating, Place 3rd
in Class at Southeast Georgia Marching Championships!

The CCHS Marching Wildcats stepped up last Saturday for their second, and
last, marching competition of the season, participating in the Southeast
Georgia Marching Championships in Statesboro.  The 'Cats were recognized
with straight superiors from all five Band judges, plus sub-caption ratings of
Superior for Drum Majors and Percussion, and Excellent for Color Guard.  The
Band received an overall Superior rating, and was named 3rd in class!  
 Congratulations to the CCHS Marching Wildcats, Director of Bands Ms. Sonya
Williams, Associate Director of Bands, Mr. Chandler Mann, and the rest of our
band staff, including Ms. Charlsie McElroy, Ms. Melissa Clark, and Ms. Emily
Benroth! Go 'Cats!

The Wind in the Willows Heads to State!
   The Camden County High School Theatre continued its winning tradition
last month on October 20 when they won the Region 1-AAAAAAA Region One
Act Play Championship. Performers Camden Lang (Mr. Toad), Alexia Carter
(Mole) and Allison Smith (Lesser Weasel) were named to the Region All-Star
Cast.  
    The company was recognized the week before at the Georgia Theatre
Conference R. Lynn Wooddy One Act Play Festival where they placed third. 
 At that event, Carter, along with Ethan Spinks (Chief Weasel) were named to the
All-Star Cast and Lang was named the Festival's Best Actor.
    Cast and crew will attend the GHSA AAAAAAA State One Act Championship
on Saturday, November 20 at Buford High School where they will compete
against seven other schools for the state title.  

 The Wind in the Willows cast, featuring (l. to r.) Allison Smith (Lesser Weasel), Ethan Spinks (Chief Weasel), Aili Johnson (Horse) Devlyn Blake (Mrs. Otter), Lillie Reihing (Weasel/ Mrs.
Hedgehog), Anthony Hayes (Weasel/Mr. Hedgehog), Alexia Carter (Mole), Camden Lang (Toad, sitting c.), Ethan Gist (Badger, standing c.) Ezra Arreola (Ratty), Payton Richardson
(Portia), Eden Hodgson (Rabbit), Na'Shai Warthen (Weasel/Magistrate/Jailer's Daughter), Rebecca Raley (Weasel), Robbie Walker (Weasel), and Alayna Ensor (Weasel).
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